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2004 Report to The Free Methodist Church in Canada 
 
     This is World Relief Canada’s annual report to you as our partners who provide funds for 
programming in Relief and Development projects around the world.  We are pleased to provide an 
update of the international projects you are supporting through your World Relief Sunday gifts and 
special appeal offerings.  The numbers show the dramatic difference that you have made in 
changing lives. 
     By working together in partnership with each of you, with the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, the 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and with our overseas churches partners, we 
are able to work in the world’s poorest countries to meet the physical, spiritual and emotional 
needs of poor people. 
     Our overseas church partners could not meet the challenges without your financial support and 
many of them have said they could not even face the challenges without the prayer support of 
God’s people.  The ongoing challenges of poverty, AIDS, famine and conflict mean that we need 
renewed commitment as well as God given strength and direction to pursue holistic ministry 
throughout the world. 
 

Partnership Activities: 
World Relief Sunday – 2004 
The participation of The Free Methodist Church in Canada in World Relief Sunday continues to provide us 
with the means to deliver hope where there is no hope.  This past year’s theme “Closing the Gap” 
proclaimed that together, we need to help close the gap on poverty, hunger and pain so that together we 
can shine the light of Jesus Christ in places of great spiritual darkness. 

Bangladesh  ∼   Microcredit, health and rehabilitation  ∼   54,600 people 

Cambodia  ∼   Microcredit, health and education  ∼   26,500 people 

China  ∼   Safe water  ∼   3,565 people 
Eritrea  ~  Food Rehabilitation  ~  28,000 people 

India  ∼   Agriculture, safe water and rehabilitation  ∼   55,000 people 

Liberia  ∼  Food relief  ∼   4,334 people 

Mali  ∼   Agriculture and safe water  ∼   1,500 people 

Mozambique  ∼   Microcredit  ∼   4,545 people 

North Korea  ∼   Food relief and agricultural rehabilitation  ∼   25,000 people 

Sierra Leone  ∼   Agricultural rehabilitation  ∼   5,000 people 

Tanzania  ∼   Agriculture, safe water, food relief  ∼   10,875 people 

Uganda  ∼   Agriculture, safe water and health  ∼   5,000 people 

Vietnam  ∼   Microcredit and water  ∼   4,000 people 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

If you would like further information on World Relief Canada or any of these specific projects 
please contact Phil Robillard at our head office at 1-800-567-8190 extension 206, or e-mail him at 
probillard@wrcanada.org. 
 
 
World Relief Sunday 2005 – Poverty or Possibility? 
 
World Relief Sunday 2005 is set for October 2.  However, that’s just a suggestion.  The important 
thing is for each of our partners to select a time that would best allow them the opportunity to focus 
their attention on Christ’s call to reach out and share with those who are less fortunate.  Plan to 
have your congregations join their hearts of compassion with hundreds of others across Canada in 
the tangible delivery of hope in 2005. 
 
This year’s theme, “Poverty or Possibility?” proclaims that together, we will look to the needs of the 
poor and stand with them to break the grip of desperate poverty on their lives.  We need your 
church’s help in responding to poverty, hunger and pain so that together we can shine the light of 
Jesus Christ in places of great spiritual darkness. 
 
World Relief Canada does not rely on significant media or fundraising campaigns.  We rely on the 
generous gifts of individuals and evangelical congregations to provide the resources for relief and 
development projects around the world. 
 
Our unique partnership offers you the opportunity to have your gifts multiplied through 
generous matching dollars from CIDA and the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 
 
In His great cause, 

 
Laurie Cook 
CEO 
World Relief Canada 
 

“…but with God all things are possible.”  Matthew 19:26 
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JAMES A. and T. ORA ROBB HISTORICAL CENTRE 
Maple Grove Christian Retreat Centre 

Thamesford, Ontario 
 
 

 
 
This Centre, opened in 1987 under sponsorship of the former Great Lakes Conference, is an 
important historical resource to the Free Methodist Church in Canada. It contains archived 
materials that describe the origins and histories of many of the Societies that now comprise 
the Canadian church. These records, some of which date back over 100 years, include 
information about Bishops administering the church, pastoral appointments, records of 
missionaries sent out and many other kinds of historical information. Also retained here are 
various artifacts from our early church history, including rare books and other writings of 
prominent leaders in the church. 
 
This Centre is under the care of a Committee appointed by the FMCiC; current members are: 
 

Chair  Rev. John Knoll Treasurer/Historian Doris Withenshaw 
Vice- Chair Marilyn Kerr Member  Rev. Sheldon Robb 
Secretary Trevor Stevens Member  Robert Campbell 

 
Last year, under direction of this Committee, a CD-ROM was developed to provide a 
computer-accessible overview of the Centre, its contents and other information for persons 
interested in the history of the Free Methodist Church. Copies were distributed to every FM 
church in Canada, and others (Church officers, Indianapolis, etc.) who have interest in the 
Centre. A copy should be available in your church library, or may be obtained by contacting 
the Centre’s Historian. 
 
Please note also that the Centre welcomes visitors, for first-hand examination and study of 
materials in the archives. An Open House for seniors is scheduled this summer, on Monday, 
July 4, 2005, 2 to 4pm. (Visits at other times are best made during summer months, when 
camps are in session or personnel are available at Maple Grove.) 
 
If you have items of historical interest to the denomination, and want to consider having these 
placed into the Robb Centre archives, we would be glad to hear from you. Portrait-quality 
pictures of persons who have served the denomination and its churches, as pastors, 
missionaries or in other capacities, are especially welcome. Please contact our Historian – 
Doris Withenshaw by phone (519-332-5357) or email (bwithens@ebtech.net). 




























